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Patents!
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In a nutshell

• Context: Time & Place

• Analytical framework: Colonial Patents

• RQs

• Reconstruction: Methodology and challenges

• Findings
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La Victoria Arduino (1932), #542
Improvements in or relating to multiple way 

cocks, more particularly adapted for machines 
for the rapid preparation of coffee
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CONTEXT
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Time & Place

1879 Ottoman (French) Law

1917-18 British take over

1919 Notice: temp. registration

1920 Civil Administration

1924: Patent and Designs 
Ordinance [1925]

1948: Israel

1967: Israeli Patent Act
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ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK

Mandate Patents 20268



Colonial Patents
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Legal Transplants

• Critical perspective

– Process, not a single event

– Power relationships

• ‘from below”; reception 

(law & society: law in practice)

• Guidelines: Who transplanted what, how & 
why; how was it received?
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Imperial Context

• Imperial hierarchies:

– Self-governing dominion, crown colony, 
protectorate, Mandate

– Foreign law meets local law

• Metropole --- Periphery relationship

– Division of legislative labour imperial/local

• Ideology: “Rule of law”; “civilising mission”
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Patent Law

• Progress

• Technological superiority, innovation

• Industrial revolution

• Markets & capitalism 

→Western ideologies serving the Empire
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS
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• Legal History:

– Patents as the subject matter of the research

• The British: why that then?

• Reception: actual uses

• Economic History:

– Historical patent data as a lens to view economic 
changes, particular industries and businesses

– Business history

• Social History:

– Did patents and patent law shape practices? How?
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LEGAL HISTORY
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Why that then?

Jerusalem

• © (1920), TM (1921)

• Get rid of Ottoman law!

• Based on UK 1907

• May 1922
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London

• British Empire Patent?

• Imperial Conference

• Provisional scheme: Local 
laws, local patents, but 
British fast-lane

• June 1922



Abolish local patents?!

• Board of Trade to Jerusalem: Don’t! (Dec. 1922)
– “Such abolition would greatly simplify the work of the local officials, 

and the provision for the registration of the United Kingdom patent 
would, it is considered to be adequate to enable the Government of 
Palestine to adhere to the Industrial Property Convention”

• Jerusalem to London: Fuhgeddaboudit! (March 1923)
– “It would not in my opinion be expedient to abolish the grant in 

Palestine of local patents”

• Compromise:
– Local patent law, local registration

– British fast lane

• Enactment: 1924 → 1925
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The law

• Patent and Designs Ordinance, 
1924

• Taking effect 1.1.1925

• Registry established; Registrar 
appointed

• During the Mandate: Various 
amendments, rules, fees 
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Patent lifecycle

• Filing for a patent

• Initial inspection, fees

• Initial abbreviated publication

• Opposition within 2 m

• Sealing!, more fees

• Duration: 16 years, renewal fees every 4 years
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Patent Channels

1. Local application (by a local / foreigner)

2. Local application, based on British patent (s. 24)

◼Within a year from receiving the patent

◼ Local publication; oppositions – within 2 m

◼ Duration: per the British patent

3. Local application, priority right in a Country party to 
the Paris Convention (s. 51)

◼ Within a year from filing in a member state

◼ Duration: per the original (foreign patent)
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ECONOMIC HISTORY
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Historical Patent Data

• Economists: 

– Quantitative metrics

– Citations: reflecting knowledge flows & networks

– Indicators of innovation, value, legal concepts

• Legal historians: 

– More ©, some TM, some patents

– Archival research

• Empirical legal studies
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Reconstruction

• Israeli PTO: (partial) meta-data
– Application numbers, titles, and that’s it

• Israeli PTO database: Contents

• Systematic data collection:

British Mandate Official Gazette (1925-48)

Israeli Official Gazette (1948-51)

– Extracting meta-data: who, when, where, agents

– Corrections 

– Updates: removals, renewal fees, ownership changes
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Challenges

• Partial data, handwritten, low-quality docs

• 838 applications: assigned no., but missing

• Distinguishing three application channels

• Transitions: Ottoman-British; British-Israeli 

• Technicalities: Unifying names

• Adapting format to library system

Mandate Patents 202624



Mandate Patents 202625



Mandate Patents 202626



Mandate Patents 202627



FINDINGS
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• 4395 applications during the Mandate (incl. 6 
ottoman)

• 838 discontinued (fees, wars) 

• 3557 patent issued:

• Of which:

– 1785 local applications (50.2%)

– 1768 foreign (49.7%)

• 848 Convention Channel

• 272 British channel
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Patents over time
(original date of application)
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Applications

1768 foreign (49.7%)

• 474 UK 414 U.S.

• 213 Swiss   182 German

• 128 Dutch  64 French

• 42 Austria  31 Italy

• +++++
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1785 local (50.2%)

• 1656 Jewish

• 12 Arab-Palestinian

• 94 unknown

• 23 foreigners



The Applicants

Data about 4390 applicants

• All: 2204 foreigners; 2172 local; 14 unknown

• Local: 2061 Jewish (95%), 17 Arab (0.8%), unknown (4.3%)
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Applicants’ Origin
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Local applicants over time
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The Applicants: Gender

Men: 3205          Women: 75

97.7%                 2.3%
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Patent Agents

3557 patents:

231 self

Rest – agents.

Reinhold Cohn: 1367

Cohen-Zedek: 806

Mulford: 252

S. Horowitz 175
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Implications 

• Historical patent data:

– Reflects geopolitical events & Economic changes

– Human and technological migration

• Beneficiaries: British, foreigners, some locals

• Neutral? Differential Jewish/Arab reception

• Ideologies: Industrialization and innovation
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Further Research

• Reflection of economy, industry, 
science, innovation

• Micro-history, inventors & 
inventions

• Business history

• Documenting a new profession

• Ideologies of modernity, progress, 
legal transplants, R&D
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Thanks!

birnhack@tauex.tau.ac.il
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