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19 November 1959: 3 Working Groups

Working Group on Patents (chaired by Dr. Kurt Haertel of Germany)
Haertel, Kurt. Studie über die grundsätzlichen Probleme der Schaffung eines 
europäischen Patents, das neben die nationalen Patente tritt. Bonn, 1960.

Working Group on Trademarks (chaired by Charles de Haan of the Netherlands)
Commission of the European Economic Community. Vorentwurf eines Übereinkommens 
über ein europäisches Markenrecht. Doc. 5934/IV/64-D. Luxembourg: Office for Official 
Publications of the European Communities, 1973. [Originally completed April 1964.]

Working Group on Industrial Designs and Models (chaired by Guillaume Finniss of France)
Roscioni, Marcello. Rapport au Comité de coordination sur les problèmes du droit des 
dessins et modèles. Doc. 2143/IV/62. Brussels: Commission of the European Economic
Community, December 17, 1962.

European Patent Convention
Community Trade Mark
Registered Community Design
OHIM/EUIPO
Etc… 



Name Treaty Date signed Date in force

Paris Treaty (ECSC/CECA) 1951 1952

Rome Treaties (EURATOM, EEC) 1957 1958

Merger Treaty (ECSC, EURATOM, EEC → EC) 1965 1967

CECA Presidents Origin Start of mandate End of mandate

Jean Monnet France 10 August 1952 3 June 1955

René Mayer France 3 June 1955 13 January 1958

Paul Finet Belgium 13 January 1958 15 September 1959

EURATOM Presidents

Louis Armand France 7 January 1958 2 February 1959

Étienne Hirsch France 2 February 1959 10 January 1962

EEC Presidents

Walter Hallstein Germany 1 January 1958 9 January 1962

Walter Hallstein (II) Germany 9 January 1962 30 June 1967

European Coal and Steel Community (CECA)

European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) 

European Community (EEC)

International Patent Institute (IIB)



Episode 1: Hesitant beginnings



“However, it is important to ensure that 
the anti-cartel provisions of the Treaty 
are not interpreted too broadly.” 

“Il importe toutefois de veiller à ce que les dispositions 
anticartels du Traite ne soient pas interprétées d’une façon trop 
extensive.” Report prepared by Jürg Georges Engi of the AIPPI. 

“However, it is important to ensure that 
the anti-cartel provisions of the Treaty 
are not interpreted too broadly.”



a) to promote the understanding of the necessity at both the national and 

international level for intellectual property protection in the broadest 

sense as well as the repression of unfair competition, and to encourage 

further development of the protection of intellectual property;

b) to study and compare existing laws and proposed new laws, to propose 

improvements to them and to promote their harmonization;

c) to work for the development, expansion and improvement of 

international conventions and agreements concerning the protection of 

intellectual property.

d) To achieve the results and proposals by means of publications, 

submissions and periodic congresses.

Amberg, 23. Translated from German by author. [Currently, formulated slightly differently in Article 2.]



Episode 2: Invitation to the table



“The object of this Conference, which is none other than 

an amendment of the Berne International Convention for 

the Protection of Industrial and Commercial Property, 

does not fall directly within the activities of the 

Community. It seems, however, that a favorable response 

could be given to the invitation of the French Government 

because of the political aspect of this invitation. Indeed, 

an invitation addressed to the High Authority by a 

Government of the Community to attend an international 

conference marks the autonomy of the Community's 

existence in relation to the Governments.”

Note of 11 April to the High Authority by Balladore-Pallieri on behalf of Division des Relations 
Extérieures.



Episode 3: First steps towards harmonization



“to suggest authorizing contact 

between the competent services of 

our two executives, in order to 

elaborate, by mutual agreement, a 

more harmonious system regarding 

the protection by patents of the 

results of research having received 

financial aid.”

Medi to Finet, 19 December 1958.





“The need for approximation of legislation is not only due to the provisions 
and aims of the Treaty but also to the interests of industry and commerce. 
These circles unanimously wish to see the procedure for granting protection 
simplified and protection increased and made more effective. I do not think 
there can be any doubt that the best way to take account of these wishes 
within the Community is to create a uniform industrial property law.”



FICPI — The International Federation of Intellectual Property 
Attorneys

UNIFAB — L'Union des Fabricants pour la protection 
internationale de la propriété industrielle et artistique

CCI/ ICC — Chambre de Commerce Internationale/ 
International Chamber of Commerce

AIPPI — Association Internationale pour la Protection de la 
Propriété Intellectuelle / International Association for the 
Protection of Intellectual Property

BIRPI — Bureaux Internationaux Réunis pour la Protection 
de la Propriété Intellectuelle / United International Bureaux 
for the Protection of Intellectual Property

IIB — Institut International des Brevets / International 
Patent Institute

National organizations that feed into these…

Article 3, 1967 Stockholm Convention Establishing 
the World Intellectual Property Organization

Objectives of the Organization
The objectives of the Organization are:

(i) to promote the protection of intellectual property
throughout the world through cooperation among States
and, where appropriate, in collaboration with any other

international organization,
(ii) to ensure administrative cooperation among the 

Unions

(vi) shall assemble and disseminate information 
concerning the protection of intellectual property, carry 

out and promote studies in this field, and publish the 
results of such studies;

(vii) shall maintain services facilitating the international 
protection of intellectual property and, where appropriate,

provide for registration in this field and the publication
of the data concerning the registrations;
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