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PATENTSCOPE Patent Families

Timeline

PCT Patent families
PCT Patent Families 

enriched with US 
related documents

PATENTSCOPE 
Patent Families

Scope/Definitions

• Built on strong links between a PCT application and it national entries

• A combination of

• national phase entry data as received by participating offices (before publication) 
and (Step 1)

• prior PCT links in the bibliographic data (after publication) (Step 2)

• first and only priority included (Step 3)

PCT Patent Families

• Provisionals, re-issues, republications, divisions, continuations and continuations 
in part considered

• Grouping based on the calculation of first parent

• all re-issues, republications, divisions and continuations of an application and the 
application itself grouped in a single family. The continuations in part are not 
included in that family (Step4)

PCT Patent Families enriched with US related documents

• Include families via both PCT and Paris route

• based on priority data (Step 5)

PATENTSCOPE  Patent Families

February 2020 December 2020
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Building PATENTSCOPE Patent Families –

beyond the strong national entry phase links

Enrichment of a patent family 

via US related documents

Enrichment of a patent family 

via Priorities
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Building PATENTSCOPE Patent Families –

beyond the strong national entry phase links

• Enrichment via US related documents – An example

10732326 - priorities=related documents

11367134 - priorities=related documents + application itself

12023431 - no priorities

12023416 - priorities=related documents + application itself

13247241 - no priorities

14601340 - no priorities
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Searching for PATENTSCOPE 

Patent Families

Set Single Family Member to true for compressed results! !
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Searching for PATENTSCOPE 

Patent Families

Results displayed take into account only PCT families ! The numbers will 
change with the release of the complete families! !
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Inside the creation of a PATENTSCOPE 

Patent Family: WO/2009/035420
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Inside the creation of a PATENTSCOPE 

Patent Family Step1 – WO/2009/035420

PCT Application

Family Integration via National Entry 

– pre-publication
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Inside the creation of a PATENTSCOPE 

Patent Family Step2 – WO/2009/035420

PCT Application

Family Integration via National Entry 

– post-publication

Office Publication

Number

Prior PCT 

Publication

ID 2017/06480 2009035420

JP 2010524824 2009035420

SG 2010016582 2009035420

VN 1201000814 2009035420

VN 1201304075 2009035420

Not all national entries are visible on the national entry tab !!
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Inside the creation of a PATENTSCOPE 

Patent Family Step3 – WO/2009/035420

PCT Application

Family Integration of a unique first 

priority

This step adds to the family the priority 

application, but only if it is a single priority 

shared by all of the applications (exception: 

US related documents)

The unique first priority in this case is a US 

provisional application which is not 

published, therefore no new member is 

being added
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Inside the creation of a PATENTSCOPE 

Patent Family Step4 – WO/2009/035420
PCT Application Family Integration via US Related 

Patents

US 20100266585 21.10.2010

Extract of Description:  This application is a filing under 35 
USC 371 of PCT/SG2008/000347, filed Sep. 12, 2008, 

which claims priority from U.S. Provisional Application Ser. 
No. 60/972,059, filed Sep. 13, 2007. 

US 20130004496 03.01.2013

Extract of Description: «The 
present application is a division 
of U.S. patent application Ser. 
No. 12/677,971 filed 12 Mar. 
2010 which in turn is a filing 

under 35 USC 371 of 
PCT/SG2008/000347, filed 12 
Sep. 2008, which in turn claims 

priority to U.S. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/972,059, 

filed 13 Sep. 2007.”

US 20130004497 03.01.2013

Extract of Description: «The 
present application is a division 
of U.S. patent application Ser. 
No. 12/677,971 filed 12 Mar. 
2010 which in turn is a filing 

under 35 USC 371 of 
PCT/SG2008/000347, filed 12 
Sep. 2008, which in turn claims 

priority to U.S. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/972,059, 

filed 13 Sep. 2007.”
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Inside the creation of a PATENTSCOPE 

Patent Family Step5 – WO/2009/035420

PCT Application Family Integration via priorities



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Verification of the PATENTSCOPE 

patent families

The calculations are not based on mere formatting on application or 

publication numbers;

Each identifier to be considered in the calculations must meet a few 

conditions such as a matching dates in combination of a publication 

or application number;

Similarity checks are being performed on titles, applicants or 

classifications especially in the case of the US related documents 

where each child must be a good match to its first parent to be 

included in the family;

Office specific data is also included in the algorithms for even higher 

reliability (for example US serial number should correspond to the 

application date)

Rules are flexible enough to include exceptions as well 
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Future Plans

Implementation of a new tab dedicated to the 

PATENTSCOPE  patent families

Clear specification of the inclusion criteria

A timeline showing the evolution of the invention

An additional verification based on machine learning

Available in the first quarter of 2021

«Report an error» functionality
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Summary: things to remember

Use «Single Family member option» for results based on 

family. Currently priority is given to the PCT member.

Not all national entries are visible on the national entries 

tab

Only the latest publication is displayed in 

PATENTSCOPE therefore families do not list the same 

invention multiple times

Priorities are not complemented, a complex algorithm 

taking into consideration the various elements/attributes 

of an entity is used instead

Coming soon: a new tab with detailed information for 

each family member
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PATENTSCOPE Enhanced Coverage

2019

Costa Rica (full text)

Peru (full text) 

Greece (bibliographic data + full text) 

Latvia (bibliographic data)

Lithuania (bibliographic data)

2020

Japan standardization 

Coverage (+18million filings) 

Utility models

Search improved (JP eras R02-

107911)

Ecuador (full text)

Netherlands (bibliographic data + full text) 

Serbia (bibliographic data + full text) 

Slovakia (bibliographic data + full text) 

Sweden (bibliographic data + full text) 

Czechoslovakia (process of publication) 

Czech Republic (process of publication)

Switzerland (Coming soon)

Finland (Coming soon)

New Zealand (Coming soon)
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THANK YOU

PATENTSCOPE Team, Global Databases Division

https://patentscope.wipo.int

patentscope@wipo.int

patentscope-data@wipo.int
magdalena.zelenkovska@wipo.int

https://patentscope.wipo.int/
mailto:patentscope@wipo.int
mailto:patentscope-data@wipo.int

