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Global IP case law database covering all IP rights

+130 countries and +3,500 courts 

global coverage

● Decisions & orders

● Complaints

● Hearings

● Settlements

● Withdrawals
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Intensive collection process

Notes during hearings 
(ex. Germany)

Cupboards full of CDs

Books for key historical cases

Selecting and scanning IP cases

… still often handwritten forms
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Analysis process

IP experts
Artificial intelligence
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The presentation will illustrate the value of a comprehensive IP litigation database for 

Freedom-to-Operate analysis for a new drug product…

“My client would like to produce, develop and sell a new TNFalpha antibody. 

They have asked me to perform an FTO analysis.” 
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Identify the patent families of relevance

ACCESS TO LITIGATION INFORMATION ?

Potentially crucial additional information can be obtained from litigation documents

ALL PATENTS

Search in your patent database to identify all the patent families of relevance

RAW LIST OF HITS

Analyze a raw list of hits 

(e.g. status of the patent family, scope of the claims, …)

LIST OF RELEVANT FAMILIES

Identification of a final list of relevant patent families
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Key information from litigation documents

Has the patent been revoked by a court (or amended or declared unenforceable)?

Have infringement proceedings taken place? If so, has the court defined the scope of protection?

What grounds, prior art and arguments have been used?

What were the remedies?

All such information can be found in a single search using the Darts-IP database
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US6284471 - Anti-TNFalpha antibodies and assays employing anti-TNFalpha antibodies

US9090867 - Fed-batch method of making anti-TNFalpha antibody

EP1528933 - Pharmaceutical anti-TNFalpha antibody formulation

EP0929578 - Human antibodies that bind human TNFalpha

EP1944322 - Treatment of TNFalpha related disorders

US5698195 - Methods of treating rheumatoid arthritis using chimeric anti-TNFalpha antibodies

US6090923 - Murin monoclonal antibody binding TNF lpha

US6270766 - Anti-TNFalpha antibodies and methotrexate in the treatment of arthritis and Crohn’s

Hypothetical short-list of patent publication numbers (8)
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Create your patent portfolio
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Results page

I obtained 142 cases, 531 documents

before courts and patent offices…

As you can see, the first case contains a

scheduled hearing next year and a recent

hearing on 28 August 2018.

I then chose to focus on judicial cases…

.
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Search steps

Select “judicial” in the 

type drop down
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Results page

Judicial decisions only: 42 cases, 189

documents

I found 189 judicial documents with

litigation information, which are not

available from patent databases.
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Now that we have a global overview on the litigation history of these 8 patents,

let’s focus on 3 patents of the list to illustrate how you can leverage Darts-ip

to extract key information from the case law.

Focus on 3 patents among the short list
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Search steps

1. Specify the patent 

number

2. Select the 

patent family



Private and Confidential

US6284471 - Anti-TNFa antibodies and assays employing anti-TNFa antibodies

Litigation involving patent family members:

21 cases, incl. Oppositions and Appeals. Countries: Brazil, Chile, China, EPO, Korea, Sweden, United States

Litigation involving the US patent:

Ex-Parte Reexamination petition - Appeal, Federal Circuit – decision 23 Jan 2018 – patent was revoked – this final 

decision was not found in the USPTO database (26 February 2018)

Infringement Action (Celltrion) – Massachusetts District Court – decision 2016

Cancellation proceedings / invalidity action (Hospira) – New York Southern District Court – decision 2014

Declaratory Judgment (Celltrion) – Massachusetts District Court – complaint 2014 

Infringement Action (Abbott) – Texas Eastern District Court – decision 2009

Key information found on Darts-ip



Private and Confidential

EP1528933 – Pharmaceutical anti-TNF-alpha antibody formulation

Litigation involving patent family members:

21 cases, including Oppositions and Appeals. Countries: Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, EPO, 

India, Japan, Peru, United Kingdom, United Sates

Litigation involving the Eurepean patent:

Invalidity action – Eng & Wales High Court (UK) - complaint 2017

Most recent case: 

Complaint for infringement in US (10/08/2018)

Key information found on Darts-ip
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EP1944322 – Treatment of TNF alpha related disorders

Litigation involving patent family members:

53 cases, including Oppositions and Appeals. Countries: Brazil, Canada, China, EPO, India,  

Israel, Japan, Korea, Peru, United Kingdom, United States

Litigation involving the European patent:

Declaratory action establishing non-infringement – Eng & Wales High Court (UK) - decision 

2017

Revocation action – Eng & Wales High Court (UK) – 2017

Key information found on Darts-ip
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From validity cases

Most up-to-date and comprehensive information to know...

○ Whether a patent was revoked or amended in court

○ On which grounds, which prior art

From infringement cases

You have information on ...

○ Scope of the patent (claim construction)

○ Remedies (financial risk)

○ Unenforceability of the patent

○ Technical as well as legal evidence and arguments

=> The Darts-IP database provides the most complete information on third-party patents,

leading to better quality conclusions and recommendations

Key information found on Darts-ip



Private and Confidential

Thank you for your attention

Do you have any questions?

info@darts-ip.com

Bart van den Hazel :

PhD, European Patent Attorney, Certified Danish Patent Agent

Eric Sergheraert :

Professor University of Lille ; Legal patent manager Darts-ip

esergheraert@darts-ip.com

mailto:info@darts-ip.com

