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WIPO’s work towards increased availability, 

accessibility and reliability of (online) patent legal status

information

OCR/Digitization projects as a first step and requirement

WIPO Office Suite (WIPO File, IPAS, Publish) 

WIPO PCT: Collection of PCT national phase information

PATENTSCOPE: availability of PCT national phase-related

information

WIPO Standards:

CWS, Legal Status Task Force, Public Access to Patent 

Information Task Force, ST. 27…

Patent Register Portal

Practical guides on the identification and use of inventions in 

the public domain(both parts of DA Project)



PATENTSCOPE: PCT National phase 

information



PATENTSCOPE National Phase Information



PCT National Entry Information

Before the PCT Rule 95 change 

PCT national phase entry data 

from 51 designated offices 

Data through received via PCT-

EDI, ePCT, IPAS or email

16 (out of 124) offices were 

providing more regularly data 

Since PCT Rule 95 change 

came into force (July 2017)
PCT national phase entry 

data from 64 designated 

Offices (+13)

32 Offices are providing 

data more regularly than 

others

Note: frequency → Daily, weekly or monthly

Most frequent transmissions are weekly by some of the 

bigger Offices (e.g. EP) with “sufficient” data to justify a weekly 

batch. 

Some medium-sized Offices (e.g. MX) or small ones (like NI) 

regularly transmitting on a monthly basis 

Very small/recent Offices such as KH or IR have sent very few 

batches because their number of entries are limited.
Credit: Roberto Perez Gomez, PCT



Standardization efforts
CWS ST. 27 (July 2017): recommendation for the exchange of 

patent legal status data

21 key event codes and 7 stage codes 

CWS October 2018 session:

implementation plan of ST. 27 (10 offices already plan for 

implementation); ST. 27 revision; 

consolidated mapping table in EN and original language 

(based on consolidated tables from 10 offices) – available 

in the CWS working documents

Legal Status Task Force

Public Access to Patent Information Task Force (Task 52): Survey 

on content and functionalities of patent registers published by 

industrial property offices, as well as future plans with respect to 

their publication practices (to be included in future updates of the 

Patent Register Portal)

Credit: Woody Yun, Head, Standards Section



WIPO Office Suite 

Credit: William Meredith, Director, IP Office Business Solutions Division



Credit: William Meredith, Director, IP Office Business Solutions Division



WIPO Publish

Different types of patent information (including patent 

family data and legal status) collected and presented

Currently approx. 30 IPOs using WIPO Publish 

About 15 IPOs implementing 

Considerations to add this information to the 

Patent Register Portal to improve user awareness on

jurisdictions providing this type of information on their 

online patent registry or patent database



WIPO Patent Register Portal: Background

Development Agenda Project on IP and the Public Domain

2011 Feasibility Study on availability of LS data

recommended the establishment of a global portal 

that would provide information and links to online 

patent databases of WIPO Member States

Objective: facilitate access to online patent registers and 

patent gazettes and provide information about the type of legal 

status information that can be searched and retrieved online, 

and how and where to find such information



First version of the 

Patent Register 

Portal: 

Launched in 

2013, updated 

last time in Feb 

2015

information 

about online 

patent registers 

and gazettes 

and legal status-

related 

information from 

163 jurisdictions



Patent Register Portal: top 10 user countries

Source: TISCs annual report 2017

http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_tisc_report_17.pdf


Review of the Patent Register Portal

DA Project on the Use of Information in the Public Domain for 

Economic Development (April 2016):

Practical guides on the identification and use of inventions in 

the public domain

Improved Patent Register Portal with

more user-friendly interface

new and updated content and links to online patent 

registers and gazettes and updated information about their 

search features and functionalities



The update process of the Patent Register Portal 

WIPO Team:

Irene Kitsara

Nathalie Montillot

Vipin Saroha

External team 

members:

Paul Gerhard

Guido Moradei



The update process of the Patent Register

Portal: 2016

April-May 2016: gaps and needs analysis, 

development of survey and communication 

strategy

April 2016: acquisition of UNGIS map for use 

of UN International Boundary Data and 

identification of best software to support the 

use of this map for the Portal

May to September 2016:  Survey sent to 

patent information user groups (PIUG, 

CEPIUG, WON…) and other targeted users 

to analyze Portal users’ needs and to identify 

shortcomings 

208 responses from over 20 countries



Survey results overview

Over 90% responses: both the map 

and the table are useful and 

complementary features and need to 

be kept to cater to different user needs

~40% of respondents not satisfied with 

the way information is presented on 

the Portal (high density of information, 

some functionalities not intuitive…)



Survey results: suggestions for improvement

Reduce the density 

and complexity of 

information presented: 

separate the map and 

the table

Add information about 

languages in which the 

patent registers can be 

searched

Add regional

membership 

information

Add search tips

Ensure information is 

comprehensive and up to 

date – not all jurisdictions are 

represented on the Portal 

and some links are broken

Add a means to 

filter/sort the 

information

Keep one click to 

access the online 

patent registers
Add Priority Data 

and Applicant Name

search fields

Ensure the 

functionalities are 

more intuitive



The update process of the Patent 

Register Portal: 2017

Research and update of 

existing information

Addition of new jurisdictions: 

now 210 jurisdictions

available

Decision to add more fields to 

the Portal

Technical, communication 

and accessibility issues

Some insights from this

stage….



New Patent Register Portal

New user interface

More jurisdictions covered

Additional type of information provided

New functionalities

Help files for each jurisdiction



The Patent Register Portal: New User Interface
Separate map and table views, new map using UN boundary data



Map view: jurisdiction lookup



The pop-up window/fact sheet (search/select  country)

Direct links to the online 

register an online gazette 

and contact details in case 

of no online presence

Regional membership/pat 

info collection and related

territories/country

Overview of the information 

applicable to the jurisdiction

(table information)

Link to the detailed

jurisdiction file (accessible 

PDF file)



Map view: available tabs



New tabs 

Previous version

New version



Regional Membership/Patent Information Collection

User awareness

about:

- Regional patents 

which could have 

an effect in 

jurisdiction of 

interest

- Patent information 

collections which

may provide

information on 

jurisdictions

without an online 

patent register





Map view with filters tab
New Filtering function

Ex: show jurisdictions that have an online register searchable by applicant name



Map view with filters - structure 



Map view with filters – combine filters



Table overview



New Feature: Accessible detailed jurisdiction 

files (accessible also through pop-up window)



Detailed jurisdiction files: content and added-value

Accessible PDF file, overview of jurisdiction

information in one document
Legal framework, memberships and link to 

WIPO Lex

Links to Online Register and Gazette



Detailed jurisdiction files: content and added-value (2)

Language and more detailed

features/search functionalities information

Type of 

information you

can retrieve

through regional

patent 

collections/on 

regional patents 

with effect in this

jurisdiction



Detailed jurisdiction files: content and added-value (3)
Special patent protection provisions in a 

jurisdiction (PTEs, territories-related effects, now

validating EP effect and PCT application)

Tips to facilitate the search (language-related, formatting, additional

resources/links etc) 



The update process of the Patent Register 

Portal: current phase

Validation of jurisdiction

files by the respective IP 

authorities (in progress)

Dissemination of new 

Tutorial Video

Release of final version of 

the Portal in November 

2018 



The update process of the Patent 

Register Portal: outlook

Regularity of Portal 

updates

Inclusion of and link

to other information 

sources

Participation of patent 

information users

(groups)?



In a nutshell…

New Patent Register

Portal with increased

content, functionalities

and user-friendly

interface to support the 

access to legal status-

related sources

Interested in testing the 

beta version and sharing 

your views with us?

We are there for your

questions, suggestions and 

feedback:

Irene.Kitsara@wipo.int

Patent.Information@wipo.int

mailto:Irene.Kitsara@wipo.int
mailto:Patent.Information@wipo.int

