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Workflows



Effective  

Do the right thing 

• Technical understanding of the 
subject matter 

• Understanding of patent searching 
• Creative  
• Thorough  
• Correct Data

Efficient

Do things right

• Don’t wast time

Human Resources + 
Data Coverage & Search Workflows 



Novelty Search

Invalidity Search

FTO

Portfolio Analysis
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time





Projects by Saved Search Recall

Scope private private private + global

Size 60.000 unlimited unlimited

Method explicitly added implicitly added implicitly added 

Tracking very flexible ignore / not ignore relevancy & comments

Annotations extensive basic basic

Documents or Families both both both

Application FTO & Invalidity 
Portfolio Analysis Novelty Long Term Projects

Collect Records / Families with PatSeer



varidian GmbH | 52068 Aachen | www.varidian.de

M2

Recherche-Strategien

M3

M1
[M1] [M2] [M3]

[M1 M2 M3]or or

[ M1 ]  [ (M2  not M1) ] or

M3 M2

M1

[ (M3 not (M2 or M1)) ]

or

Schnittmengen werden  
mehrfach gesichtet

große Treffermenge

alle Suchterme müssen zu 
Beginn der Recherche 
vorliegen

Einfache  Strategien

varidian Strategie
kleine Treffermengen

Schnittmenge werden
nur einmal gesichtet

Kategorisierung wird auf
Familiendokumente übertragen



• new documents or families are added with each search step  

• existing documents or families are ignored



Label Searches Performed Records Date

6 CPC: F02M61/168 1592 06-Sep-2018

5 (IC:F02M55/02 OR CPC:F02M55/02)  
AND TACDE:(verbindung*)

825 06-Sep-2018

4 (IC:F02M55/02 OR CPC:F02M55/02)  
AND TAC:(weld*)

246 06-Sep-2018

3 CPC:F02M55/025  
AND TAC:(weld* OR schweiss*)

134 06-Sep-2018

2 TAC:(common rail AND welding) 110 06-Sep-2018

1 TA:(common rail AND welding) 16 06-Sep-2018



preparation search review Workflow 
Invalidity Search





Summary: Workflow for Invalidity Searches

Workflow Tools: 

Projects & Groups & Custom Fields (for semantic search scores) 

Workflow Details: 

add opposed patent & family to a group with the project  

add prior art & family members to a group within the project 

add only new family members obtained by a search to project 

expand search in small increments 



Projects by Saved Search Recall

Scope private private private + global

Size 60.000 unlimited unlimited

Method explicitly added implicitly added implicitly added 

Tracking very flexible ignore / not ignore relevancy & comments

Annotations extensive basic basic

Documents or Families both both both

Application FTO & Invalidity 
Portfolio Analysis Novelty Long Term Projects

Collect Records / Families with PatSeer

workflow approaches may be combined 
for efficient tracking of search results





Tagging by Saved Search



Combining Workflow Tools for Invalidity Searches 

typical procedure using PatSeer: 

• add all known prior art to a Project and Group as „Known Prior Art“  

• carry out searches in family mode, restrict by earliest publication date  

• mark obviously irrelevant documents using Saved Search tagging 

• add potentially relevant documents to the Project,  
known prior art and documents in Project will be excluded automatically 

• review and annotate relevant documents in Project  
and produce search report



Features for Improving Workflow Efficiency



Relevant Information



Relevant Information



Automatic Documentation

ID Search String Deduped Records Comments Tags

L37 (IC:E04G1/34 OR CPC:E04G1/34) AND  EPBD:[1950-01-01 TO 2017-01-05]  SFAM 462 all checked E04G1/34

L28 (IC:E04G1/365 OR CPC:E04G1/365) AND  EPBD:[1950-01-01 TO 2017-01-05]  SFAM 70 all checked E04G1/365

L14 (IC:E06C7/16 OR CPC:E06C7/16) AND EPBD:[1900-01-01 TO 2017-01-05] SFAM 1625 all checked E06C7/16

L33 AC: E06C7/16 AND TAC$:(strebe*) AND EPBD:[1950-01-01 TO2017-01-05]  SFAM 19 all checked E06C7/16 

L22 (IC:E06C7/42 OR CPC:E06C7/42) AND  EPBD:[2010-01-01 TO 2017-01-05]  SFAM 277 all checked E06C7/42

L27 (IC:E06C7/426 OR CPC:E06C7/426) AND EPBD:[1950-01-01 TO 2017-01-05]  SFAM 119 all checked E06C7/426

L12 (IC:E06C7/44 OR CPC:E06C7/44) AND EPBD:[1950-01-01 TO 1970-01-01] SFAM 146 all checked E06C7/44

L11 (IC:E06C7/44 OR CPC:E06C7/44) AND EPBD:[1970-01-01 TO 1980-01-01] SFAM 157 all checked E06C7/44

L10 (IC:E06C7/44 OR CPC:E06C7/44) AND EPBD:[1980-01-01 TO 1990-01-01] SFAM 241 all checked E06C7/44

L9 (IC:E06C7/44 OR CPC:E06C7/44) AND EPBD:[1990-01-01 TO 2000-01-01] SFAM 265 all checked E06C7/44

L8 (IC:E06C7/44 OR CPC:E06C7/44) AND EPBD:[2000-01-01 TO 2010-01-01] SFAM 254 all checked E06C7/44

L7 (IC:E06C7/44 OR CPC:E06C7/44) AND EPBD:[2010-01-01 TO 2018-02-20] SFAM 134 all checked E06C7/44

L32 TAC$:(stütz* W2 leiter) AND EPBD:[1950-01-01 TO 2017-01-05]  SFAM 270 all checked keywords

L29 TAC:(ladder support) EPBD:[2000-01-01 TO 2017-01-05]  SFAM 341 all checked keywords

L35 TACDE:(strebe* W12 traverse) AND EPBD:[1950-01-01 TO 2017-01-05]  SFAM 96 all checked keywords



Automatic Class Directory

E FIXED CONSTRUCTIONS

E04 BUILDING

E04G SCAFFOLDING; FORMS; SHUTTERING; BUILDING IMPLEMENTS OR OTHER 
BUILDING AIDS, OR THEIR USE; HANDLING BUILDING MATERIALS ON THE SITE; 
REPAIRING, BREAKING-UP OR OTHER WORK ON EXISTING BUILDINGS

E04G1/00 Workmen s or safety scaffolds; Scaffolds primarily resting on the ground

E04G1/34 . Scaffold constructions able to be folded in prismatic or flat parts or able to be turned 
down

E04G1/36 . Scaffolds for particular parts of buildings or buildings of particular shape, e . g .  for 
stairs, cupolas, domes  scaffolding usable on slipways and in dry docks B63C5/02

E04G1/365 .  . specially adapted for staircases or stairs

E06 DOORS, WINDOWS, SHUTTERS, OR ROLLER BLINDS IN GENERAL; LADDERS

E06C LADDERS

E06C7/00 Component parts, supporting parts, or accessories

E06C7/16 . Platforms on, or for use on, ladders, e . g .  liftable or lowerable platforms

E06C7/42 . Ladder feet; Supports therefor

E06C7/426 .  . Height adjustable supports for receiving both ladder feet

E06C7/44 .  . Means for mounting ladders on uneven ground

Summary and Structure of IPC AND CPC used in a Saved Search



Hierarchical IPC / CPC Class Search

IC:G03G9/08$ will search the full hierarchy !


