
New perspectives in EPO Patent information

Products and services for the future

Richard FLAMMER CEPIUG 2018PD Patent Information and European Patent Academy



European Patent Office

The EPO‘s patent information strategy

▪ Acting as leading data provider

▪ Providing services to intermediaries and stakeholders

▪ Providing public services to end users

▪ implemented in view of current environment

▪ continuous development
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European Patent Office 3

• 40 years of EP publications

• 20 years of Espacenet

Anniversaries:

Time to re-think!



European Patent Office

Search tools in the past
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European Patent Office

And today?
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European Patent Office

New Espacenet (2018): Query builder
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New Espacenet (2018): Results display



European Patent Office

New Espacenet (2018): 
Responsive design

8



European Patent Office

Globalisation of information

EPO initiatives:

• Machine translation

• Federated register

• Global dossier

• Asian patent information

• Legal event categories
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Need to:

• access it

• understand it



European Patent Office

Machine translation
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European Patent Office

Federated Register

• reliable legal status

• in real time

• EP in national phase

EP Register

National register data 

(EPO member states)

Links to 

national registers
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European Patent Office

Global Dossier Service (IP5 project)
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European Patent Office

IP5 Global Dossier "RSS Alerting"

EPO and SIPO have 

developed "RSS feeds" 

for each File Wrapper

Provides Alert function 

for IP5 "Family" 

(EPO+SIPO)

EPO delivers first RSS 

for IP5 "Family" < mouse over >

< click >
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European Patent Office

Email alert

Email comprises:

▪ List of dossiers in family 

▪ Dossier(s) changed 

▪ Document(s) changed  

▪ App. and pub. nrs, dossier titles 

▪ Document titles and dates 

▪ Links to file wrappers 
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European Patent Office

Asian patent information services by EPO
Support for European users

▪ help solving PI / documentation issues

▪ regular news, training, presentations, webinars 

▪ annual "East meets West" forum in Vienna 

− exchange between Asian experts & (European) users

▪ countries from Asia and beyond

▪ virtual helpdesk www.epo.org/asia

▪ free of charge or marginal cost
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▪ to better understand Asian patent information

▪ to gain easier access to documents in Asian languages

http://www.epo.org/asia


European Patent Office

Legal event categories (classification) in INPADOC

▪ Many different legal event codes in different countries

▪ Difficult to understand & compare

▪ Need to harmonise similar codes for different patent authorities

▪ Categorisation according to “type” of event

▪ Compatible with WIPO ST.27
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European Patent Office

Information is the new currency:
Linked open patent data

▪ Patent data components made accessible

− URI, SPARQL

▪ Invite to develop apps, systems, to combine

▪ Make PI relevant outside the patent world

▪ Use / application not pre-determined

− foster / support new business models

http://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data.html
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http://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/data.html


European Patent Office

§§ §§

EPO survey: Information sources for Innovation
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Patents

Databases

Forums

Library

Blogs

Personal 

Contacts

Forums

Blogs

> 250 employees 1 – 10 employees

Technical Legal         Business /

Economic

Technical Legal       Business /

Economic



European Patent Office

PATSTAT product line

▪ Statistical analysis

▪ Markets, sectors, applicants

▪ Relevance outside patent world

19

Business use of patent information



European Patent Office

▪ Modern patent searching:

− New Espacenet

▪ Globalisation of patent information:

− Machine translation

− Federated Register

− Global Dossier

− Asian patent information services

− Legal event categorisation

▪ Information is the new currency:

− Linked open EP data

− Promote use outside patent world (business, economics)
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Summary: PI trends and EPO’s actions



Thank you!

Richard Flammer PD Patent Information and European Patent Academy CEPIUG  2018


