SEARCHING FOR PATENTS

Four good reasons
Searching for patents to search for patents

How patent information can help

find out what already exists and build on it
keep track of who's doing what

avold infringing ather people’s patent rights
improve the quality of your patent application
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with your technical, legal and business decisions
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Legal information

Some time ago, I was asked by a company to check whether a new

roduct they wanted to launch o the market in Europe would nfrnge
tllyou exactly wht th invention s that s being P 4 » iing
legaly protectec, v

Sp—

togant .

hing various databases on the internet I found four patent

the patent sl nforce. iments that might pose problems. Lucki by checking the legolstatus

The European Publction Server i thepisce to hisin
official copis of urapean patent documents

Legalstatus informationfr patents from s diferent
Countie i provide v the INPADOC lgalstatusfsture,
which3ppesrs when you retriev 3 document from the
Espacenctsenvice

had lapsed because

renewal fees had not been poid. The third case

was a European potent application from a direct competitor. used

to b granted, and my clent was abl to make minor amendments to

Lterstur elting o the European patent sstem st —
including Uhe European Patent Convertion and the dtabasel
ofthe deisions of the 0 boads of ppeal —can be

found on the EFO websit.ou canasosearch here fora. Jopanese granted patent
European patentattoney lected by the EPO showed me that no equivalent

he product 50 as to avoid infringement. The fourth document was a

1 actuall covered the product, but the

fomily information.

The company was given the green ight tostart sellng thei product,

but they kept moy

otabases or a period,in case any

previously unpublished applications appeared.

Technical information

relevant information on the patents in  particular field. Invesing i the

althe ega i
sbove onour

conflcts with com

“Active Tools develops and slls pumps for cartyre. The pumps are

Evenifyou
have notyet esched th sage o ling  patent & of
spplcaton,
inour field and one way we do this i to watch out for new patent
s you ccess 0 e o the warkd biggest technology cat nonth some fve
nourield.

30 years.The amountof techical informationin

Basedonthe

forseatching patents, such 5
moritoring new patent documents 35 they 3ppese
producingregula“ptent buletins”for distribution
within your company.

inFebruary 2007 from a company that had produced pumps for us

ayear before

fve years.

searching more precisely and in mave detail

creating yourown in-house patent databases.
matterfurther.

Business information i:

ndividual patents,you anget 3 better understanding of

the g picure

procedures i any mergeroracqusiton whete techno-
logical companies arenvobve

Ucensing - knowing the valueof your patets puts youin
 btter poston tonegatiate kensing agreemerts.

the company,or for btaining public unding

The Pcore softwar too can help you evaluate nd manage
your patent prtola You can downlosd ree of crge rom

patent mapping

Awareness o the mportance of data on ptents s growng.
among board members of companies around Europe. ot

‘exampl, by studying your compettrs patenting behaviour,
7ou anspot technica trends n the markets you operate i,

The £70's Patent informtion Sevicesfor xperts wil help.

o this, using the visuaisation festuresthey ofer.
‘Atenativey thre 3re 3 ange of ommecial products on the
marketfor 3nalysing patent sets and presenting the resuts
Visually30dina meaingful way

The managers of Evonk,  leading company n specil chemisty carry
out regular analyses of thelr patent porfolo o identfy their main ieds

of technicalactvty &y comparin

thei pofie with those of their main
competitor,they can dentify thei strengths and weaknesses ond assess

whether and where to take acton. These portfolo analyses also enable

pare not

business activty,thereby helping the company o save money

For Evonik's management this strategic use ofpatent information has

sized
enterpises for whom the ntelligent extraction o nformation about their

company and s competitors has proven to be crucia to ther success

This poster is derived from the EPO brochure "Searching for patents"
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